
faculty member, wear a    

button, vote! Small actions 

from each of us build        

solidarity, and our strength is 

in our solidarity.  

 

The full MSCF Board will be 

meeting this Friday to decide 

whether to recommend the 

TA. Meetings will be held on 

each campus to discuss the 

specific details of the TA over 

the next couple weeks. In the 

meantime, you can call the 

hotline 651-767-1276 for an 

overview. A good synopsis of 

the Friedrichs case can be 

found here: http://

educationminnesota.org/

advocacy/Friedrichs/

Friedrichs-vs-California-

Teachers-Association.  

 

Have a great semester! 

Welcome Back!  

MSCF MinuteMSCF MinuteMSCF Minute   

I hope you all had a         

wonderful holiday season. 

Before your semester is filled 

with the joys and challenges 

of our profession, I’m urging 

you to take a few minutes to 

learn about two issues that 

will have a significant impact 

on our working conditions. 

 

While it may not immediately 

appear to be the case, the two 

issues are inextricably linked. 

The first is the tentative 

agreement we reached with 

MnSCU on December 28th. 

The second is Friedrichs vs. 

The California Teacher’s  

Association, a case that will 

be heard before the US Su-

preme Court on January 11.  

 

As you consider the terms of 

the TA, consider also what 

has been required to reach and 

enforce our current           

contractual rights. Obviously, 

it required resources: the time 

and energy of the negotiations 

team, local and state officers 

and field staff, and money to 

allow these members to do 

this work on behalf of all of 

us. More importantly,       

effective collective bargaining 

requires solidarity:            

recognizing our shared     

interests and purposes and 

acting together to protect 

those interests and achieve 

those purposes. The strength 

of our current contract attests 

to this. It reflects our        

commitment to protecting the 

working conditions necessary 

for the highest quality       

education and excellent and 

inclusive institutions, and its 

strength reflects the strength 

of our solidarity.  Friedrichs 

vs. CTA undermines all of 

this.  Not only does it threaten 

our resources, more troubling, 

it attacks our solidarity. 

 

It intentionally sets out to 

divide faculty. It presumes the 

interests and purposes of 

some faculty are different 

than other faculty. It presumes 

that only some faculty should 

bear the full responsibility for 

protecting the rights and   

interests of all faculty. These 

presumptions are false. They 

weaken all of us.  

 

The good news is, regardless 

of the outcome of Friedrichs 

vs. CTA, we each have and 

always will have, the ability 

to maintain and build our 

strength through solidarity. 

So, this semester, I’m asking 

you for two things. First,  

remember our shared interests 

and purposes. Disagree with 

each other and debate strategy 

and methods, but remember 

the core interests we all share. 

Second, in the spirit of shared 

responsibility, take at least 

one small action (or a big 

one!) to build solidarity with 

your fellow faculty. Attend a 

meeting, talk with a new   
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Attend an Education       

Minnesota Political         

Conference! 

 Bloomington Jan. 22-23 

 Mankato Jan. 29-30 

 Detroit Lakes Feb. 5-6 

 Duluth Feb. 12-13 

Register by clicking here. 

 

 

Follow us 

 

 

 

Like us 
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