
Thanks also to the MN State Board of 

Trustees for allowing the College to 

attend a meeting and watch the board 

work. It left a lasting impression on the 

participants.  

 

Finally, thanks to the participants of the 

College. You made this endeavor 

worthwhile. 

 

The ELC Class of 2017 

Brook Thaden- Koch - Normandale 

Willy Mekeel – Riverland 

Mary Gruis – Ridgewater 

Will Bauman – Ridgewater 

Renee Guyer – South Central 

Stephen Nelson – Northland 

Jackie Bymark – Hennepin Technical 

Luke Johnson – Mesabi Range 

Matt Williams – Inver Hills 

The semester is coming to a close and the 

sounds of spring are in the air. “Can I do 

extra credit?”, “What do I need for a 

‘B’?”, “Can I still turn in those 

assignments from January?”. All those 

cute little comments that pop up when 

spring semester is nearing its end…just 

darn adorable, aren’t they? 

 

Spring also means that the inaugural 

class of the Emerging Leaders College is 

finishing up and I could not be any 

sadder. This group of faculty has 

exceeded any expectations we had for the 

College and has brought us a great sense 

of hope for the future of MSCF and the 

future of higher education in Minnesota. 

Many of you witnessed that future at the 

MSCF Delegate Assembly when the 

participants presented their musings 

about what they have gained through this 

experience.  

This was a great group of faculty to start 

with, and they made the experience 

amazing. Experiencing their energy, their 

drive, and their excitement, I realized 

that this is what we can expect from our 

new, younger faculty. They WILL be 

engaged. They will NOT be complacent. 

They WILL be the future. To quote the 

80’s band Timbuk 3, “The future’s so 

bright, I gotta wear shades.” You are 

welcome for that earworm. 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity 

to thank the officers and field staff for 

taking time out of their busy schedules to 

make the College so successful. Their 

knowledge, expertise, personalities, and 

willingness to help turned an idea into a 

beautiful reality. Thank you also to 

Jennie and John for all their work. We 

added to their workload with the College, 

but they took it in stride and did a 

fantastic job. 
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“I very much enjoyed all of the college sessions. After each session I was able to understand more of the organization’s history, focus, and 
philosophy.”  Brooke Thaden-Koch – Normandale Community College 
 
“I wasn’t expecting we’d have as much time as we did with the state officers. That was an excellent aspect of the College. I’m coming away from 
the experience not only feeling comfortable with the state office, with how it works and who most of the people running things are, but also 
actually knowing all of the state officers relatively well.”  Stephen Nelson – Northland Community and Technical College – Thief River Falls 
 
“I am grateful to have had this opportunity and felt every moment was worthwhile.  Thank you!”  Renee Guyer – South Central College 
 
“I was happy to have had the chance to pull back the curtain on all the great things MSCF does for faculty daily. Despite the difficult political 
climate, I feel optimistic about our future and confident we will continue to engage our members to fight for the things that allow us to best serve 
our students and communities. The Emerging Leaders College has strengthened my resolve.”  Willy Mekeel – Riverland Community College 
 
“I found the first presentation the most engaging. Ove and Mulcahy gave a fascinating run down of how our contract and relationship with MnSCU 
developed into what they are now. It was also encouraging to hear of a “golden age” of unionism with strong member engagement and state 
leadership.”  Luke Johnson – Mesabi Range College 
 
“…just being around other MSCF people in the ELC has really given me hope and optimism for the future of our union. …I took my job at Inver 
specifically so I could join MSCF, but now I really feel like MSCF is home.”  Matt Williams – Inver Hills Community College 
 
“Much like Luke, I left my local community college (Ridgewater College) with an AA degree, many friends, and a clear vision of what I wanted to 
do with my life. Community and technical colleges change people's lives for the better, and … fully credentialed, professional faculty make that 
happen. That is why MSCF is so important.”  Will Bauman – Ridgewater College 


