
  

 

Colleagues, 

 

As a follow up to the information regarding vaccinations shared at tonight’s town-hall, I wanted to send 

out a quick note with some additional information. 

 

First, Governor Walz announced the availability of the Vaccine Connector portal: 

https://vaccineconnector.mn.gov/ From this website, you can fill out a questionnaire that will then notify 

you when you become eligible for the COVID19 vaccine. We strongly encourage all faculty to fill out 

the questionnaire and register on this website.  Even though higher-education faculty are not currently 

included in the “educator” category, there are other conditions and circumstances that may make 

individual faculty eligible for the vaccine. After you have registered, please share this link with your 

colleagues, friends, and family members in Minnesota so they can get registered, too. 

 

Second, we continue to advocate for higher-education faculty to be included in the 1B category. 

Currently, vaccinations are limited to those who are 65 or older, health care workers in health care 

settings (including long term care facilities), child care workers, and K-12 educators and staff.  

 

Since December, we have been engaged in constant advocacy with decision makers and legislators, 

including the Minnesota Vaccine Allocation Advisory group itself, Governor Walz, and the 

commissioners in the Minnesota Department of Health and the Office of Higher Education. We have also 

worked to form a coalition with other higher-education faculty groups, including the two faculty 

bargaining units at the Minnesota State Universities (IFO and MSUAASF), and the unionized faculty at 

the University of Minnesota Duluth and Crookston campuses (UEA). As a group, we engaged in a joint 

letter writing campaign to decision makers with a common message that higher-education faculty should 

be included with K-12 educators, with a special priority for faculty currently teaching in-person. Our state 

affiliate, Education Minnesota, has made a similar written request to policy makers. Finally, we know this 

topic came up in many meetings our members had during our lobby week last week, and we continue to 

engage with legislators in the house and the senate around this issue. 

 

To date, the challenge has been that there simply are not enough doses to go around. That said, we are 

optimistic that improvements in production of vaccines, improvements in the logistics of delivering doses, 

and simply allowing time for those at most serious risk of COVID19 complications to get vaccinated will 

eventually provide an opportunity for allocation guidelines to change. We will absolutely continue our 

efforts on all fronts to try to get higher-ed faculty included when those changes occur.  

 

Please continue to stay safe out there, and in solidarity, 

  

Matt 

 

https://vaccineconnector.mn.gov/

