
Education and Politics 

In addition to discussing the 

roles of MSCF Leadership, 

Gregg Wright argued that 

every union position entails 

political involvement/

advocacy. Any faculty 

member who values academic 

freedom, a dignified 

retirement plan, or a 

publically funded education 

system has political interests. 

Wright stated, “you’re not just 

in teaching, you’re in politics 

whether you like it or not.” 

Educators have the job of 

dispelling public 

misconceptions about their 

work. Instructors do not get 

summers off with pay, they 

do not get six-figure pensions, 

and those pensions are a part 

of contractually bargained 

benefits—not the state’s 

money. MSCF members can 

help promote public 

understanding and the good 

work they do by inviting local 

elected officials to their 

campuses.  

 

Politics and Persistence 

Given the results of the last 

election season, it is tempting 

to become apolitical or 

withdrawn, but that is not an 

option for any educator who 

believes in their work. We 

have an obligation to the 

public and ourselves to 

advocate for the last real 

venue for social mobility and 

justice. We have an obligation 
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"We, the members of the 

Minnesota State College 

Faculty, believing in the 

unique contributions of our 

state colleges to American 

education, have organized to 

strengthen and secure college 

education for all who desire it 

and can benefit therefrom.”  

(From the MSCF Constitution 

and Bylaws) 

 

MSCF Leadership 

As members of MSCF, the 

work we do could not be 

more important. This work is 

honorable, but it does not 

happen by accident. 

Leadership roles at both the 

local level and the state level 

are necessary to ensure our 

collective voices are strong 

and are heard. 

 

The leadership roles at the 

local level are probably the 

most familiar to MSCF 

members: chapter president, 

grievance rep, AASC chair, 

treasurer, legislative liaison, 

and membership coordinator. 

Taken as a whole, the local 

leadership structure allows 

faculty to support each other 

in all areas of their 

professional work. This 

includes setting the tone for 

conversations with 

administration so that the best 

interests of our students are 

front and center, ensuring 

faculty have control over their 

own curriculum, and holding 

administration accountable to 

our contract when violations 

arise. 

 

Because we are also part of 

state-wide political structures 

(The State of Minnesota and 

Minnesota State/MnSCU), 

MSCF also has elected 

leadership roles who work for 

our shared values at the state 

and national level: President, 

Vice President for Liberal 

Arts, Vice President for 

Technical Education, 

Treasurer, and Secretary.  

Officers are elected to three-

year terms and compensated 

for their work on the same 

salary schedule in our MSCF 

contract (so no, no one is 

getting wealthy in these 

roles!). 

 

Beyond the normal duties 

associated with these roles 

(the president is the lead 

negotiator, the treasurer 

writes the checks, etc.), the 

question is not what do MSCF 

officers do, but what do they 

not do.  State officers 

represent MSCF values on 

numerous statewide 

committees, advocate for our 

interests on various boards 

and councils, build 

relationships with legislators, 

help communicate news and 

information to local 

campuses, plan things like the 

delegate assembly, and even 

run MSCF social media.   
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to provide a safe, inclusive 

environment for our students 

in spite of discriminatory 

national policies and rhetoric. 

Advocating for public higher 

education means winning 

some battles and losing 

others, but it always means 

being persistent and fighting 

for what’s right.  

by Matt Williams, Inver Hills, and Luke Johnson, Mesabi Range 

 

Welcome New Members! 

Todd Kruse 

Normandale 

 

Michon Rogers 

Rochester 

 

Amy Sands 

Rochester 

 

Mary Shelerud 

Rochester 

 

Pamela McBroom 

Saint Cloud 

 

Kathleen Robinson 

Saint Cloud 

 

Laurie Kodet 

South Central-Faribault 

 

Pablo Lopez 

Vermilion 


