
 

 

Supplemental Budget Request  

As often happens in odd-

numbered years at the 

legislature, the system office 

is planning to make a 

supplemental budget request.  

This year’s request will focus 

on the rebuild of ISRS. 

The original request, which to 

the system’s credit was shared 

with constituent groups in 

advance of action by the 

Board of Trustees, was 

framed in a misleading way.  

In response a coalition group, 

including MSCF, drafted the 

following letter:  

Chancellor Malhotra,   

First, we would like to thank 

Minnesota State for sharing 

your proposed 2018 

supplemental budget request 

with all relevant stakeholders 

prior to the Board’s adopting 

a position. This is a 

significant change from the 

previous administration. 

Faculty, staff, and students 

provide important insight into 

strategic discussions; we are 

glad your administration 

recognizes this fact and took 

the opportunity to engage us 

all in the conversation.   

University students, staff, and 

faculty urge the Board of 

Trustees to reject the 

proposed supplemental 

budget request because it fails 

to address the serious 

financial situations on our 

campuses and does not begin 

to address affordability for 

students. Gov. Dayton and 

legislators have been key 

allies in our efforts to protect 

students from rising student 

debt levels by investing in our 

campuses. Conversations with 

lawmakers need to focus on 

the dire situations facing our 

campuses, and the inability to 

meet the basic needs of 

students and our 

communities.  

The plan as presented in the 

memo is misleading in its 

description of how additional 

investment would be used. 

The entire $18.5 million 

would end up being used to 

pay for ISRS, with the full $10 

million in ‘Campus Support’ 

being swallowed up to pay the 

campuses portion of ISRS. 

Should the Legislature 

appropriate the supplemental 

budget as presented in your 

memo, our campuses would 

be net losers after paying 

their ‘tax’ for ISRS. Our 

students, faculty, and staff 

simply cannot afford that.  

University students, staff, and 

faculty will only support a 

supplemental budget that 

adequately addresses the 

financial crises on our 

campuses. In 2016, the 

System asked for $21 million 

in additional campus funds to 

fill the shortfall appropriated 

in 2015. In 2017, we are still 

approximately $10 million 
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by Kevin Lindstrom, President 

short of the request. The 

logical request would be $31 

million to cover the shortfall of 

the previous two biennium and 

ask the legislature to fully fund 

their statutory tuition freeze. 

This amount is still not enough 

to help our students and 

campuses to the extent they 

need, but it goes a lot further 

than the plan presented in the 

System’s memo, which means a 

net loss of $2.5 million after 

the ISRS tax is paid. Legislative 

funding to replace the ISRS 

system should not cause a 

burden that falls on students 

and our campuses.  

We urge the Minnesota State 

Board of Trustees to reject this 

proposal and refocus their 

supplemental budget request to 

recognize the needs of our 

students and campuses first.   

Sincerely,   

Faical Rayani, Students United   

Valerie Roberts, AFSCME 

Tracy Rahim, MSUAASF  

Kevin Lindstrom, MSCF      

Jim Grabowska, IFO          

Chet Jorgenson, MAPE 

Again to the system’s credit, 
they adjusted both the amount 

and frame of the request to 
reflect the coalition feedback.  

When I subsequently spoke to 
the trustees on this topic, I both 
thanked the system for the 

adjustment and reminded 
everyone that the ISRS rebuild 

is a paradox.  On the one hand, 

we understand the need for 
the rebuild.  On the other 

hand, the current funding 
mechanism takes a dollar 
from campuses, to a total of 

$75 million, to match every 
legislative dollar designated 

for the project.  As future 
funding requests are made to 

fund the project, we will need 
to keep a keen eye on the 

frame of the requests and 
continue to point out the 
paradox of a system request 

for legislative funding 
actually costing the campuses 

money. 

Click on the icon above to listen 

to the latest faculty forum which 

features guest speakers from 

Iowa and Wisconsin discussing 

the impact of Act 10. 

https://youtu.be/RkjSHyiCdF4

